
        Our students  
still need your help! 
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 ...it IS about the money… 
 Effectively no Foundation Aid increase since 2008 
 
 State Aid comprised 53.72%  of our budget in 2014-2015 — Troy is more dependent on State Aid than 

average and high wealth districts 
 

 Our Combined Wealth Ratio (the measure of our district’s wealth) has decreased from .597 in          
2012-2013 to .560 in 2014 — We are less able to fund ourselves  

 
 55% of the real property in the city of Troy is tax-exempt — We have a smaller tax base  

We are a small urban school district with approximately 4,100 students, with programs housed in eight buildings.  We are a high needs urban 

school district with a combined wealth ratio (CWR) of .560, well below the 1.0 which indicates average wealth.   

NYS schools are owed $5.9 billion in Foundation Aid & Gap Elimination Adjustment funding. 
If the state provides the funding that is due to school districts, as it committed to doing in the 
resolution of the CFE case in 2007, it would significantly close the funding inequity gap, and 
in turn, the achievement gap for school districts like ours. 

Troy has been underfunded $52 Million in six years 
 

In addition, during the same period of public school underfunding, charter school tuition rates were frozen.  That result-
ed in $5,653,743 additional dollars being diverted from Troy students so local charter schools could enjoy full funding.   

“I think the inequity in education is probably the civil rights issue of our time. There 

are two education systems in this state. Not public private. One for the rich and one 

for the poor and they are both public systems...The state is supposed to equalize or 

come close to equalizing with its funding. ” — Andrew Cuomo, October 2010  



Adirondack, SUNY * Albany College of Pharmacy * Albany, SUNY * Alfred University * American 

International College * Anna Maria College * Assumption College * Bard College * Binghamton, 

SUNY * Boston College * Brockport, SUNY * Bucknell University * Buffalo State College * Buffalo, 

SUNY * Carnegie Mellon University * Castleton State College * Cazenovia College * Clarkson 

University * Clemson University * Colgate University * College of Saint Rose * Columbia Universi-

ty * Cornell University * Cortland, SUNY * Culinary Institute of America * Delhi, SUNY * Drexel 

University * Dutchess            Community College * Elmira College * Endicott College * Fordham 

University * Geneseo, SUNY * Georgetown University * Hamilton College * Hartwick College * 

Harvard University * Herkimer Community College * Hofstra University * Hudson Valley Commu-

nity College * Institute of Technology, SUNY * Ithaca College * ITT Tech * Johns Hopkins Univer-

sity * Johnson & Wales University * Keuka College * Lehigh University * LeMoyne College * Long 

Island University * Louisburgh College *  Maria College * Marist College * Massachusetts College 

of Liberal Arts * Mercy College * Monroe College * Monroe Community College * Morrisville, 

SUNY * Mount Holyoke College * Mount Ida College * Mount Saint Mary College * New Paltz, 

SUNY * New School of Radio and TV * New York University * Niagara University * Northeastern 

University * Northwestern University * Norwich University * Oneonta, SUNY * Onondaga Com-

munity College * Oswego, SUNY * Pace University * Penn State University * Plattsburgh, SUNY * 

Potsdam, SUNY * Providence College * Quinnipiac University * Redlands College * Rensselaer 

Polytechnic Institute * Rochester Institute of Technology * Roger Williams College * Russell Sage 

College * Sage College of Albany * Salve Regina * Samaritan School of Nursing * Santa Fe Col-

lege * Siena College * Springfield College * St. John Fisher College * St. Lawrence University * 

Stony Brook, SUNY * Syracuse University * Tuskegee University * Union College * University at 

Buffalo * University of Hartford * University of Mass Amherst * University of Michigan * Universi-

ty of New Haven * University of Pennsylvania * University of Rochester * University of Vermont * 

University of Tampa * Utica College * Valencia College * Vassar College * Vaughn College of  

Aeronautics and Technology * Wesley College * Westchester Community College * Western New 

England College * Westfield State University * Williams College * * Worcester Polytechnic Insti-

tute * Yale University  

Graduation Rates  
Poorest  

School Districts  
TROY  

Wealthiest  
School Districts  

    
2013-14  66% 83% 92% 

    
Advanced Regents  
Diplomas Earned  

Poorest  
School Districts  

TROY  
Wealthiest  

School Districts  

    
2013-2014 18% 30% 50% 

* The colleges and universities our students have attended in the last five years appear as the background of this page. 

 Because of our decrease in funding from the State, we have had to cut over 140     

positions, an 18% reduction in staff, over the last five years 

 Enrollment has increased by  1.6% since 2009-2010 

 Last year alone, our elementary enrollment  increased by 9%  
 

We need adequate resources to help our students reach their full potential:  
  

 Additional  ESL teachers (to meet new State mandates for this sub-group). 

 Special Education providers (to meet the State mandates and to meet the individual 

needs of  students based on their IEPs).  The Troy School District serves 825        

students with disabilities district wide.   

 Social Workers (to meet the social and emotional needs of our students to ensure 

they are ready to learn).   
 

These are not luxuries.  These are necessities in our urban school district. 

...it IS about the money… 

Despite these challenges, our students are succeeding.   

With the proper funding, our district has proven that it can rise to meet and exceed higher  
academic expectations and match the successes of the wealthiest school districts.   

“This is the year to roll up our sleeves and take on the dramatic challenge that has eluded 

us for so many years, for so many reasons”   

                      — Governor Cuomo, January 2015 

 

We agree with Governor Cuomo’s statement, but it needs to  
manifest itself in properly funding schools by changing the  

inequitable funding distribution between low and high wealth districts. 

A student’s zip code should not determine their  

educational opportunities or outcomes.  


